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at his father's right hand in many a battle, made a
stand against the inveterate enemy of his race.
Basil, 'flushed with his success, refused all offers of
peace, and pressed on into Macedonia. But the
Bulgarians, fired by Gabriel's example, disputed every
position with the Greeks, and Basil had to resort to
treachery to accomplish his ends. Samuel's murdered
brother Aaron had left a son, John Vladislav, who
was as devoted as his father before him to the Greek
cause. Forgetful of the fact that his own life had
been spared by Samuel at the request of his cousin
Gabriel, Vladislav assassinated the Czar at the in-
stigation of the Greek Emperor. Not content with
one victim, Vladislav gave orders for the murder of
Gabriel's wife, blinded her eldest boy, and slew
Vladimir prince of the Zeta who had married
Gabriel's daughter. Thus was Samuel's fratricide
avenged fivefold.

Vladislav was unable to reap the fruits of his
treachery by handing over Bulgaria to the Greeks.
The Bulgarian bcljars or nobles, who had always
been the mainstay of the Czars, forced him to con-
tinue the struggle for national independence. Under
the patriotic Ivac the aristocracy showed that the
spirit of Simeon and Samuel was not dead. Basil's
career of plunder and cruelty was momentarily
stopped, and Vladislav himself seems to have
changed his mind and done his best for his country.
But he fell before the walls of Durazzo in 1018,
Bulgaria was left without a Czar, and the nobles
themselves became convinced that further resistance
was useless. A few, however, still held out; the